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For over 400 years, Ginzan Hot Spring has
maintained its atmosphere of a traditional
hot spring resort. Fujiya Inn is located in the
center of town, now boasting a newly remodeled
building offering all of today's modern
conveniences--a perfect blend of the traditional
and the new.
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The exquisite stained glass running the entire length of the ground |
floor was hand-blown in France under the direction of glass specialist '
Masato Shida. Each pane was carefully made by the Saint-Gobain
Company utilizing techniques from 700 years ago.
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Bamboo Screen

The thin vertical strips of bamboo seen throughout
the inn are an integral part of the interior decor.
30,000 poles of bamboo from Oita Prefecture on
the island of Kyushu were carefully divided into
1,200,000 4mm width strips and then attached to
sectional frames and assembled by master craftsman
Hideo Nakata and his son.
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Japanese paper

The Japanese paper found on almost all of the
surfaces in the inn is handmade Echizen Japanese
paper. During the papermaking process, water
is sprinkled on the paper from above, which gives
it a distinctive uneven surface when completed.
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When designing Fujiya Inn, I developed the concept of layers,

both in time and space. I devised a layered effect in the architecture

by using fine filters. These filters employed the craftsmanship of

Mr. Hideo Nakata, who made the bamboo screens called "sumushiko",

and also the work of Mr. Masato Shida, a stained-glass expert who

used traditional techniques to produce the light-green stained glass

called "verdatre". Both are delicate filters that require special care to

make and to maintain. But it s this careful treatment that helps these

delicate structures to mature, and, after time, to radiate a rich glow.
Kengo Kuma
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